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diately tip over; mnow it chanced that, wishing to
come back in the same canoe from the ship to the set-
tlement, somehow they did not properly balance it,
and both fell into the water.

Fortunately, it occurred at a time when I happened
to be walking upon the shore with Monsieur de Po-
trincourt. Seeing the accident, we made signs with
our hats as best we could to those upon the ship to
come to their aid; for it would have been useless to
call out, so far away was the ship, and so loud the
noise of the wind. At first no one paid any attention
to us, so we had recourse to prayer, and fell upon
our knees, this being our only alternative; and God
had pity upon us. One of the two caught hold of the
canoe, which was turned upside down, and threw
himself upon it: the other was finally saved by a
boat, and thus both were rescued; so our cup of joy
was full in seeing how God in his all paternal love
and gentleness, would not permit the evil one to
trouble us and to destroy our happiness upon this
good day. Tohim be the glory forever. Amen!

[24] But now that we have arrived in good health,
by the grace of God, it is time we were casting our eyes
over the country, and were giving some consideration
to the condition in which we find christianity here.
Its whole foundation consists, after God, in this little
settlement of a family of about twenty persons.
Messire Jessé Flesche, commonly called the Patriarch,
has had charge of it; and, in the year that he has
lived here, has baptized about one hundred Savages.
The trouble is, he has not been able to instruct them
as he would have wished, because he did not know
the language, and had nothing with which to support
them; for he who would minister to their souls, must



